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SUBJECT: INAUGURATION OF CANADIAN BOAT REFUGEE PROGRAM 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. CANADIAN EMBASSY OFFICER MANFRED VON 
NOSTITZ BRIEFED HA OFFICERS JAN. 30 RE NEW GOC ,ROGRAM BE- 
GINNING IN JANUARY TO ADMIT UP TO 50 INDOCHINESE BOAT PEF- 
UGEE NUCLEAR FAMILIES MONTHLY. VON NOSTITZ EXPECTED IT 
WOULD TAKE TIME FOR GOC TO BEGIN ACCEPTING REFUGEES UNDER 
NEW PROGRAM. END SUMMARY. 
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2. VON NOSTITZ DESCRIBED FOR USG BACKGROUND, BUT NOT FOR 
PUBLIC USE, DETAILS OF NEW GOC PROGRAM BEGINNING IN JANUARY. 
IMMIGRATION OFFICE IN SINGAPORE WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR AC- 
CEPTING 35 BOAT FAMILIES MONTHLY FROM THAILAND, MALAYSIA, 
AND CONCEIVABLY SINGAPORE. TMMIGRATION OFFICE IN MANILA 
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WILL TAKE TEN FAMILIES FROM HTLT.PTNF.S AND FIVE FROM HONG 
KONG MONTHLY. THIS INITIAL DISTRIBUTION IS SUBJECT TO RE- 
ALLOCATION AFTER GOC SSES HOW PROGRAM WORKS. 

3. DEFINITION OF FAMILY UND "R ,ROGRAM INCLUDES PARENTS, 

AND UNMARRIED CHILDREN. GOC CRITERIA FOR REFUYE”S 
EMPHASIZE EMPLOYABILITY AND .ERSONAL SKILLS. ANY TTES TO 
CANADA WILL ALSO BE WEIGHED. 

4. THE QUEBEC PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT HAS OFFERED TO RESET- 
TLE 30 PERCENT OF REFUGEES COMING TO CANADA. QHEBEC IM- 
MIGRATION OFFICIALS WILL TRAVEL TO SOUTHEAST ASIA TO MAKE 
SELECTIONS. VON NOSTITZ SAID HE THOUGHT THEY OULD INFORM 
GOC EMBASSIES OF THEIR PRESENCE BUT CANADIAN OFFICIALS .RE- 
FER THAT IF PROVTNCIAL IMMIGRATION TEAMS CONTACT U.S. REF- 
UGEE OFFICIALS DIRECTLY, THAT LATTER ADVISE GOC EMBASSIES. 

5. VON NOSTITZ SAID IT WILL PROBABLY TAKE A WHILE FOR 
CANADIANS TO GEAR UP TO ACCEPT MONTHLY QUOTA OF UP TO 50 
FAMILIES. IF QUOTA FOR ANY ONE MONTH IS NOT USED UP IT MAY 
NOT BE CARRIED OVER AND ADDED TO QUOTA FOR LATER MONTH. 

DEPT. WILL BE CONTACTING CANADIANS ON THIS AFTER PROGRAM 
HAS BEEN IN EFFECT FOR SOME TIME, IF QUOTAS REMAIN 
UNFILLED. 

6. HA OFFICIALS EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE CANADIAN 
.ROGRAM (PARTICULARLY AT THIS TIME OF HIGH DOMESTIC UNEM- 
PLOYMENT IN CANADA) AND REITERATED HOW USEFUL THIS ONGOING 
CANADIAN COMMITMENT WILL BE IN GAINING SU.PORT FOR LONG- 
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TERM U.S. REFUGEE PROGRAM FROM THE CONGRESS. HA OFFICIALS 
STRESSED THAT U.S. MTSSIONS IN THE AREA WOULD MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO BE OF MAXIMUM ASSISTANCE IN HELPING THE CANAD- 
IANS SELECT THEIR MONTHLY QUOTA OF BOAT REFUGEES. VON 
NOSTITZ WAS TOLD THAT IF THE CANADIANS DESIRE, ANY U.S. 

POST CAN MAKE REFUGEE DOSSIERS AVAILABLE TO THE CANADIAMS 
AND THAT UNLESS A REFUGEE HAS CAT I (CLOSE RELATIVE) STATUS 
UNDER U.S. PROGRAM THE CANADIANS AND ANY OTHER FOREIGN REF- 
UGEE PROGRAM WILL GET FIRST CRACK AT THE REFUGEE REGARDLESS 
OF REFUGEE PREFERENCES. 

7. HA OFFICIALS NOTED THAT THE CANADIAN .ROGRAM MAY BE OF 
HELP IN THE ONGOING UNHCR EFFORT TO ESTABLISH A TRANSIT 
CENTER IN SINGAPORE. 

8. VON NOSTITZ SAID GOC :XPECTED DRV WOULD CRITICIZE CANA- 
DA FOR INDUCING REFUGEES TO FLEE VIETNAM. ALTHOUGH GOC 
DOES NOT SUBSCRIBE TO VIE; THAT RESETTLEMENT PROGRAMS ARE 
PRIMARY INDUCEMENT FOR REFUGEES TO FLEE, NEVERTHELESS, GOC 
DOES NOT WISH ITS PROGRAM TO BE PUBLICIZED. VON NOSTITZ 
MENTIONED CONCERN ABOUT VOA VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE OROADCASTS. 
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HA OFFICIALS ASSURED HIM THAT VOA DOES NOT GIVE REFUGEE 
PROGRAMS SPECIAL PLAY BUT ONLY MENTIONS THEM ROUTINELY WHEN 
THEY ARE IN THE NE'S AND ALSO CARRIES NEWS STORIES ABOUT 
DANGERS AND TRIALS OF REFUGEES ESCAPING. 

9. VON NOSTITZ ALSO SAID GOC HAD URGED DRV FOR SOME TIME 
TO ALLOW EMIGRATION FOR FAMILY REUNIFICATION, BUT SRV HAD 
STONEWALLED ON THIS SO FAR AND HE DID NOT ANTICIPATE IT 
WOULD ALLOW SUCH EMIGRATION FOR YEARS. 

10. NEW GOC PROGRAM IS INITIALLY AIMED AT BOAT REFUGEES 
ONLY. VON NOSTITZ SAID GOC WILL CONSIDER OVERLAND REFUGEES 
WITH CLOSE ASSOCIATIONS TO CANADA UNDER EXISTING GOC PRO- 
GRAM TO ADMIT 450 REFUGEE CASES. A PROGRAM WHICH HAS MOVED 
SLOWLY SO FAR. 
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11. FOR SINGAPORE: EMBASSY SHOULD CONTACT CANADIAN IMMI- 
GRATION OFFICE AND EXPRESS HO,E THAT CANADIANS WILL BEGIN 
LOOKING OVER BOAT REFUGEE CASELOAD IN MALAYSIA AND THAILAND 
AS SOON AS FEASIBLE. THIS WILL GIVE GOC WIDEST POSSIBLE 
CHOICE OF REFUGEES BEFORE U.S. PAROLE .ROGRAM B "GINS PRO- 
CESSING OF REMAINING REFUGEES NOW ON THE BEACHES WHO HAVE 
NO OTHER OFFER OF RESETTLEMENT. 

12. FOR KUALA LUMPUR, HONG KONG, BANGKOK AND MANILA: 
EMBASSIES SHOULD CONTACT CANADTAN EMBASSIES TO OFFER ALL 
POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE AS CANADIANS START THEIR NEW PROGRAM. 
VANCE 
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